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would not have had it understood to be otherwise. I do not
mean to say that he was never, or that he was rarely, indebted
to that high exaltation of the intellect which comes when in
the presence of an audience the mind assumes its greatest in-
tensity of action; which clothes a syllogism in poetic fire, or
adorns a train of reasoning with a flow of eloquence, more
perfectly than all that study or the closet can do. ]STo great
orator, of ancient or of modern times, probably felt more deeply,
or displayed more strikingly, in extemporaneous discourse, the
effect of what is called inspiration. But I point now merely to
that feature of Ms character which made him entirely free from
a vulgar appetite for unmerited fame, and which rendered a
false pride, in respect to the present or the past, a stranger to
his breast. A man who had this strength and this moral sim-
plicity could surely speak, in his manhood or in his age, of what
he was at fifteen or at twenty, in a way that renders his testi-
mony of inestimable value to those who would know him as
he was.

There are some other general observations which must be
made before the narrative of his college life proceeds, because
they are necessary to a correct understanding of the kind and
degree of development which he attained at Dartmouth.

An American college is conducted, in some respects, differ-
ently from the corresponding institutions in most parts of
Europe. 'IsTo comparison is here intended to be drawn in
respect to the advantages of different systems of education but
it is intended merely to describe .the kind of institution at which
Mr. "Webster received his academic education. In most of our
colleges there is a curriculum, or prescribed course of studies,
in the ancient and modern languages, in mathematics and the
exact sciences, in mental and moral philosophy, in history, in
rhetoric, and in some other branches. In these the student is
required to prepare lessons, and to attend daily examinations,
which are called " recitations." A daily record is kept of the
performance of each student at the particular recitation; and
the summary of this record, together with the results of per-
sonal deportment and punctuality of attendance on
exercises, determines the relative rank of the students, .and
title to the academic honors which the college, in its; official